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Presidio Sax Quartet Provides delight in 

Magic Rug Concert, SAxopotamus
Tucson, AZ February 2006, the Presidio Saxophone Quartet has knocked our socks off! With Greg Armstrong on soprano saxophone, Daniel Bell on alto saxophone, Mike Keepe on tenor saxophone, Ryan McCormick on baritone saxophone, and Ann Peterson as narrator, the group presented the Magic Rug Concert, Saxopotamus at the Music & Dance Academy this last Saturday. Concert-goers discovered the thrill of the saxophone through the magic of two well-loved children’s stories, Saxopotamus and The Three Billy Goats Gruff. 
In Saxopotamus, the quartet presented the story of the great musical instrument inventor Hippolyte Saxopotamus. Loosely based on the life of Adolphe Sax (1814–1894), inventor of the saxophone, Hippolyte and his young assistant, Jean-Paul have invented a great new Hippophone and have been called to demonstrate it before his imperial majesty, Napoleon Hippoparte.

Composed and written by saxophonist Paul Harvey in the early 1970’s, The Three Billy Goats Gruff and The Troll were part of outreach activities for schools in the London area. This exciting and playful musical composition showcased the many expressive facets of these wind instruments. 

Throughout the two tales, Presidio Saxophone Quartet led the audience on a musical romp loaded with charm, drama and wit, providing all with an expressive sampling of the range the saxophone has to offer. 
Saxopotamus, and The Three Billy Goats Gruff and the Troll are part of an innovative concert happening presented by Music & Dance Academy. Magic Rug Concerts are presented in a unique setting, encouraging interactive participation between children, families, and artists. These fun and highly engaging concert happenings invite the audience to be a part of the concert, move, and play instruments with the artists in the performance space. Presidio Saxophone Quartet handled the challenging scripts with ease, leading the audience through an engaging presentation. At concert’s end, everyone had an opportunity to meet the group and ask questions.

Rug Gallery sponsored this concert event providing an exquisite rug for all to romp on through out the concert.

Once presented, Saxopotamus joins a repertoire of Magic Rug Concerts including ‘Victoria Violin’, ‘It’s All In A Word’, ‘Dances With Winds’ and others, and is available for presentation to schools, for groups, and other special events. For more information on Saxopotamus and other Magic Rug Concerts, call the Music & Dance Academy at 520-327-2303.
Founded in 1995 by accomplished pianist and educator Nina Tishkevich, the Music & Dance Academy of Tucson provides classical music and dance education using innovative teaching methods for students of all ages in strings, guitar, woodwinds, brass, percussion, piano, voice and dance. Committed to excellence in teaching, the Music & Dance Academy of Tucson is a member of the Suzuki Association of the Americas and the National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts.
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